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A medium reliant on unexpected moments is now catapulted into the future with smart phones,

digital technology, and specialty equipment Street photography has been around since the very first

cameras were invented, producing some of the most poignant images of our time. Today, a wave of

new technology has given this photographic genre a new lease of life, from phone cameras to

specialist lenses to digital zooms. The Street Photography Manual leads the reader through a series

of fully illustrated tutorials, including how to shoot a face in a crowd and how to train your eye to

observe and capture the unexpected. Readers will be inspired by some of the best street

photographers in the world, and then go forth and create their own memorable images. 250+

illustrations
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Designed to inspire action rather than merely serve as a how-to guide to urban photography, this

manual makes you want to get outside, observe the world differently, and take photos.Will

undoubtedly be helpful to the novice or experienced photographer.

David Gibson has been taking street photographs for more than twenty years. He is one of the

founders of in-public, the international collective of street photographers, and his work has been

widely published and exhibited. He is commissioned by some of the UKâ€™s leading design groups

and he supplies several picture libraries with his images. He is based in London.



First a little background. Because of wife's Alzheimer's disease I cannot leave her for the long

periods of time needed to take the spectacular photos you see in magazines and books. So I

embarked on a little project. Every time I go out for anything, I would try to take one well-composed

pictures and post it to my pbase site. This little project has led me to see artistry in common things

around me, and that includes people.For this reason I looked forward to reading David Gibson;s

"The Street Photographer's Manual". I was not disappointed; in fact I had trouble putting the book

down. The book has a sort of a stream of consciousness style; must be much like attending one of

his workshops. This style makes it quick reading, interesting and never boring.Gibson spends a bit

time on technique, but it is obviously meant for a photographer who understands the workings of

his/her camera. Thus most of the book is spent on the more artistic aspects of the subject, with

discussion of a number of different aspects.A strong point of the book is that Gibson is generally not

dogmatic, with some exceptions, like color and black white should not be mixed and photographs

should not be cropped. Rather, a great feature of the book is the length Gibson goes to highlight, in

addition to his own work, the work of other contemporary photographers with widely different styles.

In fact,  must love this book, because is a good stepping stone for ordering additional photography

books, something Gibson recommends.I would love to take a workshop with Gibson. In fact one of

the things on my wish list is, once my wife's situation is settled, to combine a London vacation with

one of his workshops.

David Gibson's manual is a solid resource for beginners who want to take the next step from

admiring street photos to creating their own. The book is clear and concise and full of helpful tips

and examples. It may irk some readers (and grizzled veterans) because it mostly eschews technical

prescriptions. Gibson admits early that he is not interested in f-stops, ISO or shutter speed and that

he often simply sets his camera to "P." It may also irk some readers because it essentially shrugs

when addressing the question of mobile phones, as opposed to delineating the advantages

(especially in terms of manual control and image quality) of a regular digital camera. Most

newcomers and many accomplished photographers, however, will find a lot worth studying here.For

me, the biggest shortcoming of Gibson's book is the "school" of street photography, for lack of a

better term, he appears to favor: joke pictures, or visual trickery. Two women, photographed sitting

next to each other, are made to look like one. A long shadow falls across the face of a police officer

standing in a corner, giving him a "mustache." A bent-over old man walks past the windows of a

shop, apparently closing, covered with the words "Last few days." To be clear, Gibson describes a



wider range of street photos and profiles many different photographers, but this is his book and the

visual pun seems to be where his heart lies. The problem is that these can be the most difficult

pictures to capture in the real world, but they tend to be the most forgettable -- you get the

"punchline" and you move right on, as opposed to lingering and studying the way you would a

picture by, say, Alex Webb.This isn't a reason not to order "The Street Photographer's Manual" if

you're interested in getting started in street photography. Gibson includes many solid photos,

including several strong ones of his own: a great, quiet photo of a British man standing on his

bicycle and a brilliant picture of a group of girls all dressed alike to audition for "Annie." So even if he

does sometimes fall back on gimmickry (two old people seated behind a sign that says "Lost

Children") Gibson includes plenty of other ways to do street photography well.

I totally agree with how the author wanted to approach the topic, instead of learning via theories, the

best way to learn about it is through seeing great work of other photographers and understand why

their photos worked so well.The book is only 5 chapters, but through out the book, many works

mentioned are shown (albeit most of them belonging to the author himself, but the author also

include chapters on other photographers). Some topics can be rather boring, though if you keep

reading it, something sooner or later clicks together (at least for me) that helps brings it all together

helping you to understand everything.I just wished he had included more photos of other

photographers' to prove his point. Also the books is classify in my opinion as a coffee table book,

not something to carry around and read on a train as it's really heavy though small.

As an enthusiast photographer, I can't get enough reading material that entertains me and gives me

some amount of inspiration. While this book may not be the ultimate text on street photography, I

enjoyed it just the same. I came to like the interspersed introductions to some skilled photographers.

I realize I like some of their styles, and dislike others. That's a good thing. The guidelines presented

throughout the book are not new to photographers, but I enjoy the discussion around them, and

examples of good usage. The small errors in the book are not a problem for me; I easily understood

what was being said/presented.

As a photographer this book has been a joy

The important thing about photography is that you don't have to follow all the rules by masters.You

read them and do whatever you think is necessary.It is a great book to let you know the basics. And



that's how this book was intended to be.

A lot of good tips, although it could have had a bit more of the technical stuff. ie. camera settings,

which lens. Despite this shortcoming it's a excellent book suitable for both beginners and the more

experienced Street Photographers. I thoroughly enjoyed it. John Taylor
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